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RHHS BLT Minutes (Draft) 

1/20/16 

 

PRESENT:  Amanda Greene (Recorder), Susan Rohrmeier (Facilitator),  Tom 

O’Connor, Roy Paisley, Maggie Rothwell, Tessa Rothwell, Emily 

Appenzeller, Christine Griffin   

START:   2:30 pm 

 

OLD BUSINESS: Ms. Rohrmeier asked for an update from Ms. Griffin on the “Upwords” 

club. Ms. Griffin shared that the club had met and did letters to Santa and 

are planning to meet again soon and move forward with additional 

activities. 

RHBC: Mr. Paisley gave an update on the RHBC temporary solution: i.e. 

the club has decided to pre-record the announcements and upload to 

YouTube. Each day the link is emailed to the distribution list so 

homeroom teachers can play the video.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:   RHHS RoboRaiders: Mr. Paisley shared good news about the RHHS 

RoboRaiders.  They recently took first place at competitions in Albany. 

Their next step is competing at PACE University, at Regional Qualifying 

tournament.  

Block Scheduling: Ms. Greene provided an update on block scheduling. 

Sample teacher schedules have been pulled from New Paltz which runs on 

four 1 hour 22 minute blocks with lunch ‘skinnies’ in the third period.  

Ms. Greene is looking to meet with LAMS administrators and guidance 

counselors regarding the schedule logistics.  

Smartbond and Apple classrooms: Mr. Paisley shared how the technology 

has been used in one of the apple pilot classrooms. The students in Ms. 

Murray’s IB Sports Health and Exercise Science class have been recording 

tutorial videos for the fitness center equipment. 

Mesonet Weather Station: Mr. Paisley discussed the progress of approving 

of the weather station on school property. He said that there would be 3 

science teachers presenting on the benefits of becoming a Mesonet 

weather station site.  

Homework Survey: Emily Appenzeller shared with the BLT the results of 

her survey monkey on homework. She noted that more than half of the 
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students worked on more than two hours of homework every night. Many 

students felt that the homework reinforces learning but also said that in 

some classes it feels more like ‘busy-work’. Emily mentioned some other 

findings in the survey, for examples: students feel distracted by their 

phones and/or Internet; students felt that homework was very time-

consuming so they wanted homework graded. However, students felt that 

it becomes stressful when the homework is always graded for accuracy. 

Some students noted that homework interferes with familial 

interactions/relationships.  

In light of this survey, Mr. O’Connor wondered if departments would be 

able to agree on a day to give tests so that students are not overloaded with 

several tests on one particular day. Ms. Griffin agreed that this was a good 

idea and the student representatives present did as well.  

Ms. Rohrmeier reminded the committee that the topic of the next PTSA 

meeting will be “Gender Identity” on March 7, 2016. A former student 

will be presenting on this topic.  

ADJOURNED:  3:15 PM 

 

NEXT MEETING: February 17, 2016 

 

RECORDER: Andrew Makebish or Maggie Rothwell 

 

FACILITATOR: Jeanette Timperio  

                                     
    


